HISTORY OF BOZRAH 



Before 1600- pB.OP£k’ r s 

Pequots and the Mohegans were the same Indians who migrated from the Hudson 
River area to Massachusetts and then came South to Connecticut Valley* 

l6lii 

Adrian Block was the first white man to sail up the Connecticut River, 

1626 

Uncas, a sagamore in the Pequot tribe, married Sassacus' daughter in Montville. 
1633 

Wopigwooit, chief of Pequots, was slain by the Dutch. The Pequots supported 
Sassacus, son of Wopigwooit. Uncas fled to the Narragansetts for safety. 

1635 

Thomas Hooker, with a group of followers, settled in Hartford. 

1637 

Uncas joined Mason's expedition against the Pequots in ItystLc. Mason burned the 
fort, the remaining Pequots broke up and fled to New H aven and Fairfield. 

1636 

Uncas organized a tribe of Indians from other tribes. He gave the tribal name 
of Mo began and again made his headquarters in Montville. (Pequots who came from 
Hudson area were originally named Mohegans. The band called themselves Pequots in 
honor of their schem, Pekoath. ) 

After the Pequot War and the death of Sassacus, Uncas became the most powerful 
chief in Connecticut. 

16U3 f-\ 

Great Pl ains battle took place. Miantonomo, schem of the Narragansetts, planned 
to kill Uncas. Their two armies met on East Great Plains, where Uncas outwitted 
Miantonomo. Miantonomo was caught and later slain by a brother of Uncas. 

1657 

Th© Narragansetts, under Pcssacus, besieged Fort Shantok. The Indians were 
saved by Thomas Leffingwell, John Mason, and Rev, James Fitch. 

1659 

Uncas, Owaneco, Attawanhood, Indians of the Mohegans, deeded the site of Norwici 
to these men and others of Saybrook. The amount paid was 70 pounds. Bozrah was a 
part of Norwich. Waterman, Leffingwell, Fox, Hough, Fitch, and Crocker were the 
early settlers of Bozrah. 



Illn l.ory of Bozrah 


Pe. ?. 


1682 

Unoaa died and wan burled In Norwich, (Sachem .itiuot) 

U>9<> 

John Pease built a com mill on his farm in Bozrahvillo (Gilman), which was the 
beginning of manufacturing in Bozrah. 

1730 

N. Waterman and Capt. Joshua Abel established an iron works factory in Fitchville 
where Gardner and Pease Brooks unite. The cannon balls supposedly were used in the 
Revolution. This mill was afterward owned by Col. Asa Fitch, the village deriving 

t Us name from him. 

1737 

Present site of Bozrah formed a parish and took the name of New Concord. The 
original church is now called Bozrah Central Congregational Church. The original 
church was rebuilt in 1815. Town meo tinge used the basement. The buoamont was 

used as a Town Hall until 19l*9 . 

1786 

Bozrah was incorporated, separating the town from Norwich. The new name of 
Bozrah, instead of New Concord, was probably suggested by Rev. B. Throop, the 
first pastor in Bozrah. The meaning, of the word is " sheepf old” . 

1787-1865 \ 

Date of Col. Asa Fitch. Col. Fitch built a stone dam near factory forcing waters 
to furnish water power for his iron works mill and a cotton mill. He operated the 
mill s until his death in 1865. He also erected a dwelling known as a "mansion", 
a school house, a village church, a store, a recreational hall, a gmst mill, 
and dwelling houses all of stone. 

1796 

The first Bozrah School Meeting is recorded. The town school money was raised 
by taxing each man according to the number of children attending school. Bach 
family boarded the teacher, one week for each pupil sent. 

liilh 

Bozrah Mfg. Co. was formed in Gilman for the manufacture of cotton and woolen 
goods. The factory building burned in 1889 and families were forced to move else- 
where. The industry passed into many hands until the.present owners, Gilman Bros. 


Hi rJ lory of fro sir ah 
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1815 

A. Hop Imnbor gate b I ow down houses «ad aorlous damage r« suited. The year was 
known an "1.1m your without, a rm minor" . Thoro wan n front, ovary riummo r month. 

1823 

A flood waahod away every bridge In Bozrah. The Fitchvilla Iron Works was 
entirely swept away. 

1865 

Upon the death of Col. Asa Fitch, the cotton mill was operated by his brothers 
until it was sold to Waterman Co. In turn it was sold to the Goddards of Providence 
who manufactured cotton cloth until the mill was destroyed by fire in 188U. 

lObh 

With the burning of the cotton mill, families moved away and Fitchville became 
a deserted town. Palmer Bros, bought the site for a quilt mill. The mill was 
enlarged twice. 

1907 

A. C. Gilman of New York bought Bozrahville (Gilman) factory. Shoddy was 
manufactured. 

1905 

The stone school house in Fitchville was enlarged and made into a 2-room 
school under - the direction of Wm. H. Palmer, who bore the entire cost. 

1909 

The seven district school of Bozrah came under town management. 

1912 

The town schools came under state supervision. 

19U9 

The town bought the Palmer Bros. Recreational Hall, built by Asa Fitch, this 
is the present x own Hall building. 

Palmer Bros, ended their quilt business. 


The Bozrah Volunteer Fire Co. uses the former coach-hopse, built by Asa Fitch, 
as its headquarters. \ \ 

M //##//### v ) 

This information may have contradictions. It is only my hope that the child 
in possession of this paper will continue to study the fascinating history of 

Bozrah and enjoy it as much as I have. 

Mrs H. Anderson 
grade h 

1963— 6ii 
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V . HISTORY OF 300 CRAK 

Do rou -fv«r think wh-n you look about you and sec. the ho’ir*s, roads 
Bri , t**lo phone lines , woll-tillrd fields and other narks of rlvili- 
-cation,. that once none of t • »s« * vory-day signs of -rv ft;:* va ted 1 * v 1 ng 
-clrt-d h-r«? Have you over thought about the ago ot' yoim town or who 
the first settlers wore or how they lived and; dressed an«ik thought? 
Perhaps you never have .thought of those things before but now rhouldntt 
you like to kpow the answers to many questions like those? Some ono 
has thought that .'you would and we have undertaken to; find the answers 
to some of these questions for you and while jjhis li ttle book 'may not 
.tell you all you may wish. to know about your 'town’s history* perhaps* 
after having read it, you Will be better acquainted with Bozrah than 
you were in the past* 

Chapter I, 

Settlement and Organization 


Vino do you suppose first lived in Bozrah? 
in answering "The Indians lived h*r» before t- 
They roamed about here not seeing t. n* same or 


You are r -its right 
* wh i tr, n» r - c me " * 

-'- '-door pic tor' 


c you 

do each day but knowing only o stretch of hilly land much more thickly 
wooded than now and well sprinkled with, stones of varying ■ ’ z's many 
of which you now se- in stone fences surrounding fields in the various 
•foams . Sven the water views were then different as wo sh- 11 •-,« when 
we read about namufac turing . 

We are glad to bo able" to tell you that these Indian. , i\o were 
of the Mohican tribe, were not forced by the white ceo?]- t--.. leave 
this land nor did they wage war urea th»m in la ter y* ars . ~n the con- 
trary they were glad to sell it cheaply 4 - th-ir white friends in ex- 
change for a favor bestowed upon t' - m by aybro k settlers. You re- 
member. from your history reading that otr of t}-> chief occupations 
pursued by the Indians wa” fighting and nr "’ezrah fri ends wore no ex- 
es; pti onto this, general rule. Perhaps tv»1r ~r an test enemy was the 
fierce tribe living -art of them, the Nj.rragans o tt Indian. . > little 

before 1660 Hnces, the chief of t'- - Goble n Indians, was Y. ml by 
the . Narragansett Indians to retreat to rolnt of land ex tea ling into 
the Thames River, probably oooosite ^ocy -tonnock. Hemmed in onfall 
sidos he must surrender unless aids • by -Mwerful friends. In some way 
T T ncas got word of his peril to his ?3ngli s friends at Saybrook. \ 
Immediately Ensign Leffingwell "an ent-r-ri s in, . , bold man" load*\ a 
canoe wi th hcaf, corn 'ad pens, and noddl’d into the Thames River. In 
spite of great reril he succeeded In receding the Mohican stronghold 
where, tradition loves to relate, the food was susnended on coles as • 
evidence to the Nnrraganse tt Indians that there was an abundance of 
food within the fort and no discomfort. It may be that the Narragan- • 
sett Indians believed that the Great Spirit intervened against them. 

Be that as it may, they withdrew, to the delight and relief of the 
Mohican tribe. 

You have learned that as. the Indians never forrave an lnlurv so 
likewise they never for~ot a kindness and were eager to show’ their 
appreciation to their Saybrook friends by selling 'them for seventy 
pounds , in looO, a tract of land nine miles square, which was called 
Norwich, and which included the present town of Bozrah. When the 
Deed was drawn up it was signed by Uncas and his brothers, Owaneco 
ana “ttawanhoed, and as they were not able to write their names in 
Tn-lt.-h characters they used the Indian symbols Instead. The white 
witnesses of this deed were John Mason, the famous leader in the 

fi ? d Thomas Tracy. The first. eetfUr* to make their homes 
.In fa is nine mtie square were Puritans fr* -n f’nybrook who made their 
..*ar the nf ad ol the- Thames* As their numbers increases some 
'oven to the south, some to the north, some to the east and some west- 
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. ’-ward. The first families to live in the part of Norwich now called 
Bozrah were the Waterman, Houcrh, Fox, Gager, Baldwin, and broker 
; families hut the exact date of their coming or the order in which they 
came we are unable to determine. 

’ Perhaps you would like to be able to locate two of the homes of 
these early settlers. The Fox house is standing on the north side of 
Bozrah street not quite opposite the road which leads to the Gager 
home. This house was at one period in the town's history an inn or 
tavern and this word is synonymous with our modern term - hotel. 

Bozrah Streo t was formerly a part of the old road by way of Scott Will 
between Norwich aid Colchester. The Fox house was a convenient stopping 
olnce for travelers, wh‘o refreshed themselves and rested aid fed their 
tired horses as was the custom in those days. On the too floor 'may 
s til] he se-n the old amusement hall. Take a good look at the west 
side door for we are going to tell you something about that door later 
on. The Waterman house on the Yanti c road just west of W.W. Bentley's ( 

would not be recognized by its builder so many changes and additions it 
has seen. At one time this hous* was known as the Clermont House and 
was also an inn and has its amusement hall. In a large field just west 
of the house may be seen traces of a half mil"' race track which was 
used when the famous Hamiltonian horses were bred on the farm. None of 
the other first houses are now standing, but there are many houses vhich 
with their additions are more than one hundred years old. The house 
on Bashon Hill owned by Jeremiah Murphy and tie Charles Johnson house 
are thought to be amount the oldest houses standing in the town. 

3y 1780 a goodly number of' people were living in the oart of 
Norwich now called Bozrah and at that time referred to as the New 
Concord p arish aid the people desired to be senarated from Norwich 
and become an independent; town. They could then have their own 
town meetings and manage their schools and othor affairs to olease 
themselves aid no doxibt these neqple had decided that their tax bills 
Hould be less each yar if separated from the center of population 
where the cost of schools, roads, and bridges was much more than In 
their own little community. Accordingly a committee of four consisting 
of Revorand Benjamin Trooo, Nehemiah Waterman, Asa Woodworth ja.nd 
Jsbez Hough was appointed to orosent the matter to the voters/ of the 
town of Norwich for consideration. After much discussion mu4 deliber- 
ation a favorable answer was- given the petitioners and in 178p New 
Concord was incorporated a separate town under the name of Bozrah. 

The name may have been suggested by Mr, Troop on account pf the 
original meaning of the word which signified sheepfold. Town \tradition 
however riven this explanation of how the town derived Its name. In 
oid times It was considered an honor to b" apoclnted a Juryman and 
those who acted in that capacity arrayed themselves in parliamentary 
colors. One day as the Judge in the Norwich court sat waiting with 
others for a tardy juryman from New Concord they saw him approach on • i 

horseback. As he drew near the Judge quoted this passage from the 
Bibl", "Who is this that cometh from Edom with dyed garments from Bozrah?” 
{Isaiah LXIII,I). From that time this man was referred to as the man 
from Bozrah and gradually New Concord came to be called Bozrah. We 
ip ink it safe to say there is not another town of the same name in the 
country. 

No doubt the Bozrah people felt very proud of the day of their 
r?r*rt town mating which was held dun* «? 6 , 1786 in the meeting house 
th * a standi ng a quarter of a mile southwest of the present 0 enter 
Church. The Reverend Benjamin Troop was moderator and the following 
officers were elected. ‘Selectmen; Benjamin Troop, Nehemtah Waterman ; 

lid Woodworth • Town Clerk; Ebenezer Backus • Treasurer: Captain 
I: ; ». r .c Huntington. 

The early town meetings were held in the meeting hoi se of the 
New Concord Society and when the new meeting house was ere c red in 


iC'l$ ; "h- ^wn raid the S^c 1 e ty four hundr»d dollars for the privilege 
o:' n.'lnr, t!« basement ns a Town Hall end it was used for such 

until 19)j , when stone amuse *i*nt. hn 11 built by Colonel Am Pitch, 
wns made Into th® . present town boll ( 1964 ). 

As Boz rah was s«t apart from Norwich it has th® right to ocnd but 
on® renrssantn ti v* t._. the General Assembly. Th® first r rpra’ssntatiy® 
»l*c tod from Bozrah was Captain Isaac Huntington. 

The amount of th® grand list of Bozrah in 17 G 6 was 6022 pounds, 6 , 
shillings, and $ pence, a sum equal to about ^3lj. , 000 • This means 
that +h * vnlvt* placod upon all the farms, houses, live stock and 
other property in th® town was ft 34 ., 000 . In l8?0 th* amount had in- 
creases to £ 616,000 but in 1GG9 beceuao of the cessation of business 
at Bocrahvill*’ the amount had dropned to £452,000. At th® present 
9s , t», 2916, the grand list ic, £52 7,916 , th* rat® of taxation 

b-ing 4 mills on the dollar. V« road in 1 h® : .e a to v/n mo® t- 

ing held iq December, 1786 , rocord of a tax of 3 nence on the pound for 
pro vi c._ng for the poor. This would ba about 12 mill lax for raod re- 
pairing and 10 mills for the support of the poor. At that time th*x># 
war* a great many poor in the town and theca wer* auctioned off to th* 
highest bidder for on* year to ba kept "in sickn*ss or in health". 

A little la tor it bncam* th • custom to ?*rvo a notic* on prrsons, who 
v:«r* likely to become a burden to the town, warning them to Is av* th* 
town before they could gain the right of residence h*r*. Th* following 
forceful document is a copy of an old warning served on Del’-ht 
Hartshorn in 1787 . 

"To Delight Hartshorn, a mulatto woman, a transient person now 
residing in the town of Bozrah. You are hereby warned to depart 
forthwith out of said town with yourself and effects and never return 
to r*aid* again in said town at th* peril of th* law. - 

Dated at Bozrah, December 3, I 878 v 
(Isaac Huntington • \ 

Selectmen (Asa Woodworth v \ 

(John McCall ^ 

History failed to -ecount the futur# wanderings of Delight but w* hop*, 
sh* found a welcome home elsewhere. 
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Church History 


& 
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Religion was very dear to the hearts of th* Norwich settlors 
as soon as a group of people had settled in the oart now called 
Bozrah they desired to hav® a church and resident minister in their 
community rather than attend the more distant church first erected in 
Norwich. Accordingly, as early as 1715, permission was given th® 
inhabitants of this town, then a portion of Norwich, to form a parish 
but being unabl® to support a minister they, were not regularly or"jn"iz«d 
until eighteen years afterward when they took the name of New Conc 6 rd 
Parish and were released from all obligation to support th * ministry 
of th# first society on condition of maintaining a gospel minister at 
least six months of th * year. The church was organized and Reverend 
Benjamin Troop was ordained th# first pastor, January 3 , 1739 . He was 
an efficient pastor for fo,rty-six years. The original meeting house 
of the New Concord Society, now balled Bozrah Center Congregational 
Cnurch, was rebuiit in 1815 on its present si to . Some of th* timbers 
-r toe old building wer® ua®d and Colonel Asa Fitch aided most li b®rallr 

-Mrh* ? f J\V n ® W ^ ildin C‘ Later, Mrs. Fanny Raymond nee 

h, cr«y® the land where th * parsonage was built. A branch church 

•* <*<•« foci ety at Bofahvill. in 1 Opn, This churoh 

8% Ju A * d paefcor but services wer# held there as late as 1900. 
«t this time, there was a Jewish synagogue In Bozrehvl. 11 # . 


(it In 19C4 ft 


h 


Th* FltchvilU Church was erected by Colonel Asa Fitch end dedi- 
cat#d In 1052. It was non-sac tarian, preachers of different denom- 
i nations supplying tha pulpit# All salaries? w •r® paid by Mr. FI tch 

J}* llv * d Rnd h * b#c iuaath«d a fundoto this church the Interest of 
t0 ^l Pp0V * the chllrch at present, (meaning 191 ft whan this 
• / rttr th* cotton mill at Fitchvill* was d.strorcd by 
r\Z * 1 , ‘ ? nd famili * s removed from tha village, the church was 

for a time closed but after tha Palmar Quilt Industry ba lT1 ,i Derations 

iPA 7 ? *° pl * n r, 'w ir ^j or re ttlers came, tha church was reopened in 
F 7 a? a ^«Ptist denomination. Pravious to this a Baptist Church had 
bean organized at LeffJngweU which you will read more about whan you 
study about that settlement. J ' 

pona-r Catholic f-'mllUs mm* to Bo /.rub uhr.nl; 1 HJ|() Hu ,i tad 

ui. Ldivlij e and dozrahvUla. The nearest Catholic Church was at 
Greanvi 13 a and th.y att.ndad services there on Sundays walking both 
"* s * Q* Pri..t In th. .ft.. .h= S ?rom oS. 

hi?d C ?r U ni ty ? a ? otb * r » ca[ »® to Bozrah. In that case, services 
bom* !r3 1 * 0!n « Private home. For many years Mass wp.s sn id in the 

too if ‘ r ** A nn Kingberger. Whan the number at Fitchvill* became 
t? t0 ^ b * . R ? C °T^ odat ® d in a house the people obtained emission 

m? b ?i S ; rVi r s ' in F* Palm " r Hal1 * Fitchvill. was then, as now! a 
. is. ion oHurch, first connected with the Colchester ^arlsh and a ori»«t 
came to the village from Colchester, at first once a month ^ater twice 
a month and finally about 1805 it was made possible to have service^in 
the village each Sunday. In 1893 the Fitchville cong?e^«on ^SrM 
land from Everett Stark on which to erect a church The co^neF^onf 
was laid in October of that year and the fol o^*Ju ne t^e chSrch wL 
as S J. John ' s - In 19 . Bishop Flanagan, transferred S? 
direction ff\h*Tv *£*1 ? hu J: c V A Norwich Toun, under the spiritual 

r»:Vt n ^ hooiho - 

stands in the town of Lebanon. 


Mary’s, but their place of worship 
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Education 
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Among the early Bozrah settlers love of education stood noxt to 
the r love of religion. Records of BozPah School m.s ti nf s a s far back 
as 1796 are preserved. The first meeting recorded was held in the 

a tor clerk°were*choson°and r a of' three ^ 

-bout oir part of the old school money in their hand*” the me e tin 

wi; ?q- 

£1 v* s H h ”v i%r * 1? * 

of nln. mbs Jppolnfd to diQ?d. th, °ehoo ?^ ioliTtr into 


1 t- 

f ' • 




' 4 f 4, » 1 ' ^ t muj wi.Bara r, > b f err i 

.F :7J777 1 41 fcri,nrr# '* ,,u " **** n always stl .uv 

accordingly’'. This hod reference to the 
state money which had been received for several yrars. P t 


The s* trims- 
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fers .•'••ms to have been the csuse of m\ich discussion at there mee tines. 

I 

Until 1909, at th* annual town .nesting, a hiring committee, con- 
s 5 s td ng of three members, was appointed each y*ar and before this 
committee th* candidates for teaching position* appears! to b* *xamin*d. 
A h« examination wa? oral and someti’nrs lasted almost entirely through 
the day. If judged by t.i» commit 1 *e to he eligible to teach the 
applicant T, ccolv*d a t* aching certificate for «* which might b* 

revoked by the hiring committee if de * me d t| expedient . E^ch district 
hftd its treasurer, secretary, and hiring committee-man who engaged 
the teacher for that district subject to th* approval of th* town 
committee. Each school was visited twice each term, sometimes by the 
three me mb or s of the town committee and the district "committee-man", 
and sometimes by one member of the town board of education. Usua ny 
on tn*s» "inspection" days the pupils were given oral test, questions 
and examples at the board. Later they listened to "remarks" by one 
of the Visitors which timed to inspire the pupils with z* 3 t to acquire 
all necessary school virtues. 

At first, as was the custom everywhere in New Enrrlend, reading, 
writing, arithmetic and spelling were the only subjects taught. 

Pupils wrote in those 4 «ys "'.K\ quill pens. The copy which they 
practiced during the writing period was "set" by the teachar and was 
usually a common maxim as, "A stitch in time saves nine", and was 
’V’tten repeatedly while the writing lesson lasted. To be a good 
speller was considered a great accomplishment and spelling matches 
were often held in the schools. TThere was also much competition, 
between the pupils of the different districts for spelling honors 
and inter-district evening spelling matches were held at intervals 
during th* winter when the Parents and friends assembled to witness \ 
the defeat or success of the district each favored. Schools were in \ 
session during these early days a . until a few years ago from 9 ' 

o'clock in th* morning until 4 ch'clock in th* afternoon wi th an hour's 
intermission for dinner. A resident of Rozrah who attended school 
here sixty years ago gives the order of exercises for a school day as 
follows: 1 Testament reading. (Each pupil had a testament and in 
turn read a verse from some. chapter designated by the teacher.) 

2 Geography, 3 Arithmetic, ); Writing, 5 Reading from a reading book, 

6 Grammar, 7 History, 8 Spelling, 

The teacher's waire in these days was about ono dollar and a half 
a week and board. The. teacher was boarded fre* by the parents of the 
children whom she taught. The time spent in each home was in npooor- 
tinn to the number of children attending school. About 1856 we are 
teachers were receiving about two dollars and a half per week 
wi th board. 

The first school houses* were small and each built with a fire 
‘-1 sc ■» . Fuel was supplied by the parents sending children to school, 

« certain amount being required for each child. There were no indiv- 
idual seats or desks in the first school houses but long shelves 
extended along three sides of the room a convenient distance from the 
floor to serve as desk. The pupils sat on long benches with their 
backs to the teacher. When they recited they swung about and faced 
the pedagogue. Small libraries were purchased by most of the schools 
in the early days but the Latin grammars and similar books found In 
these old collections would be considered of little 11 terarv value 

.today, J 


At a. town meeting held 0ctober8 .1909, it was voted to 
the seven school districts. Into which the town bad been 

.!#* 1,# 1.11 f.Vlii *vV f 4 l m m t Vi Jh i \ 111 f*t» Urt A m. fra 1 Ai.i ... . I- * , 
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abolishing district school officers end piecing the schools under the 
direct management of a town board of education, consisting of three 
members to b« elected or re-elected yearly. 

Another important change was made in the town school system when 
nt a town meeting held in October 1912 it was voted to place the 
town schools under state siipervision. T Tnd«r this arrangement the 
state sends to the town each y*ar, at the expense of the state, a 
supervisor who directs the work done in the schoos outlining a 
specific amount to be taxight in each subject for «iach of the eight 
grades children must pass through before being admi tted to a higher 
course of traininr. Mr. T,. T. Carrison, of Villimantic, was appoin- 
ted supervisor of school* in Bozrah by. i the is tu ♦ • board of edun H} 1 on* 
soon after this October meeti«ng and made his first official visit in 
the town December 3» 1912. Under his efflciont guidance marked pro- 
gress has been noted along educational lines. 

Some money is expended by the town each year in imnroving the 
school buildings and at present most of thn school property is in 
excellent condition. In 1905 under the direction of the late William 
Henry . Palm-r, who was a member of the state board of education and who 
took a deep interest in educational matters, the stone school house at 
Fitchvill* was enlarged and mads into a two-room building. A little 
later modern imnrovemonts and school accessories were added, making 
this one of the best equipped country school houses in the state. The 
entire cost of the work was borne hy the Palmer Brothers who operate 
the quilt mill at Fitchville, 

Each y-ar the town appropriates five dollars for each school to 
be used with the state appropriation of the s '-me amount for the pixr- 
chase of library books. Besides fitting each school with a library 
the town has purchased at the time of writing, ninety-eight sets of 
books of informational and entertaining reading material by the best 
writers which are exchanged among the schools. The value of placing 
such an amount of good literature in the hands of children cannot be 
over-estimated. 

Tho present standing of .the schools in Bozrah is largely due to 
the efforts of Mrs. Frank Palmer who came to the town with a wide 
knowledga of school work and who, since her election to the school 
board in 1910, has been actively engaged in bettering school conditions. 

At present thirty-eight hundred dollars is the average cost of 
maintaining the town schools each year. (1961; the average cost of 
maintaining the one school (Fields Memorial) is $ 


IV 

Economic and Social Life 

The colonial houses were large frame buildings built with im- 
mense stone chimneys having fire places sufficiently large to burn 
wood four feet in length. Wide outer doors were arranged so that 
back logs could be drawn into the kitchen by a horse. The Fox house 
on Bozrah street, which was for many years an inn, is built in this 
w *-v. brick ovens were built beside the fire nlnco in which all 

t brking was done. Boasting was done on a spit before the open fire, 

Nearly all the furniture was made by local cabinet makers al- 
though some homes boasted of mahogany furniture brought from England. 
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The clothing worn by the majority of th* early Bozrah settlers wan 
mad* from wool or flax rained on the farm and carded, spun, woven, and 
fashioned into garments by the women in the homes. This was before 
the invention of the sewing machine and all stitching was done by 
hand. Knitting wan one of the accomplishments of the womenand misses 
of those days who knitted all the stockings, mittens, tipp*ts and 
wrist-bands worn by the entire household. 

ITcarly all the food was raised on the farm. Bread was made from 
■rye flour or rye and corn meal. Very little wheat flour was used, 
excent on special occasions, 9s Thanksgiving Day and Election Day. 
Quantities of pork and beef were raised and almost every matron made 
cheeses. These and other farm produces not consumed at home were 
marketed in Norwich. Pork brought from five to six cents ns r pound; 
beef, four to five; corn, forty to fifty cents per bushel; notatoes, 
twenty to thirty cents ne r bushel; eggs, ten to twelve cents per dozen 
and butter, ten to twelve cents per pound. 

At the Cougrega tJ onal Church, which was the only oliurch in Bo/, rah 
in the early times, two sermons were preached each Sunday and everyone 
was exacted to attend both morning and afternoon services. The con- 
gregation carried thol r lunch and dined betwoen services. In pleasant 
weather the children walked barefoot to church until they neared the 
place sf worship when they added shoes and stockings to t.helr wearing 
annaral. This church had a tithing man and it was considered a dire 
disgrace to receive a renrimand from him. This reprimand was a rap, 
slight or k-avy accord! ag to th* offense, from a long stick and was ’ 
given for sleeping, whispering, laughin'; or bjing otherwise disorderly 
during the ? *rvico . The morning and afternoon sermon Is 3 t- d not less 
than two hours each, even in the extre---ly cold weather. 

If., ne early pa.-w H me nineteenth century Bozrah boasted three 
lyceum? , one at Bnzrohvl lie , on* at Fitchville and one at Bozrah Street. 
Here debates were were held. Two of the prominent speakers and regular 
attendants at thes* meetings were Peter ’^ttls, who was the mail carrier 
for many y*ars, and Or a. me 1 Johnson. 

Travel in those days was largely by horseback, the wife, when she 
went to town, riding behind her husband on a pillion. Mail was carried 
on horseback in saddle bags and on days when school was in session the 
mail carrier stopped ot the school house and left th* mail with the 
child:- - n to be carried home. "The Norwich Aurora" walj the principal 
mail matter and if by chance someone received a letter', it at once be- 
came the source of much speculation as to its author ar^l import. 

\ 

Th- sp* Hi n;r match and singing school were the chief \ocial 
functions luri ng the winter months. Quilting bees and house raisings 
combined Industrial accompli shm* nt with labor. At quilting bscs the" 

'-1 -hbers assembled usually in the evening to knot quilts for guilts 

horn* made in those days. At house raisings the m-n gathered 
raise the heavy timbers which formed the fra-pework of the house. 

"t" services were free of charge, but the hostess assisted by the 
other ladies of th* neighborhood, served a bountiful New England repast 
r.o the willing workers and the evening was then spent in msrry-making 
by the young and story telling or social chats by the older people. 

V 

Incidents in Bozrah History 

lfl ^* ptctnW ' 1Q 10, Boz'r^h (Was swept by k 'terrific storm which 


o 


ha? beon ? I ncr r«r*n’»d to ms the September gale. 'louses were blown 
down, trees uprooted and serious destruction and damage resulted. 

In lolf, tbs house occupied by the la to John (lager was built from 
timbers saved from trots blown over, In this gal*. The y*nr 1816 was 
known as the year without a summer. In May ic* formod a half inch 
thick on ponds and streams. There was frost every month, consequen- 
tly no corn was raised and very few crops matured. Seven y*ars lat*r , 
Be r rah hod the greatest freshet ever known. 1ft Its history. Every 
bridge in the town was carried off, it is daid, and the Pitch Iron 
Works were entirely swept away. 

VI 

Historic Places 

People .plowing have unearthed Indian arrow heads in different 
parts of the town which may have been aimed at prey but w* are now 
going to tell of a place In Bozrah which is believed to be a r-al 
Indian battle field and where the arrow heads were ssnt against 
Indian enemies. This field is a meadow, level and wi do , located 
east of the Center school. Gr-nt numbers of arrown points have been * 
found tho^e, many of which are of rock formation differing in com- 
position from any rock material in this vicinity and suggesting that 
a hostile tribe living at some distance used them in a battle fought 
on this plain. Of "course you will wish to visit this field. 


On the Stark farm, new owned by Anson Berges, is located a 
mino-al spring owned by Fv«rett Stork who kept a right-of-way to 
ths spring when he sold the farm. This was known to the Mohican 
Indians as "Medicine Spring" and they visited it each spring, camping 
near for two or three weeks. When the grandfather of Mr. Stark pur- 
chased this farm the owner told him of the Indian practice and said 
a» need have no fear when they made their annual visit as this was \ 
their custom and no one had dis mated their right. As late as I 808 the 
tribe still visited this spring and for many years after Indians came 
in smeller numbers and carried away quantities of tt* water in jugs 
and other vessels. For many^y-ars and until rival enterprises were 
afield this spring was of commercial value to Mr. Stark who shipped 
the water to points as far removed as Poland, Maine, and cities in 
Delaware. At one time, some years ago, a pavilion stood enjoyed. 


Barney Ledges, in the sour hern part of the town, are noted for 
their picturesque beataty. A road leading down the ledges appears 
almost perpendicular at the distance and in winter time is at times 
impassible. Here the wild birds and flowers may be studied amid wild 
**^53*^ scenery. Standing on the Gager farm are gigantic oak trees 
wnich stood massive and strong on* hundred years ^ago. Lovers of fine 


old trees often come to the town to vi 
the Bozrah inhabitants do not know they 
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w th^sse giants and yet many of 
>*xTst. 


You may be interested in the story of the town pound and the 
Bozrah toll ~a te . In the early history of New England nearly every 
oewn had its pound. This was a shed or rude. barn where str'<y cattle 
or those that were a nuisance, were shut up until the owner redeemed 
onf.m dv paying the expense of keeping them and any just damages de- 
manded. If the cattle were not redeemed the town had a right to 
soli the stock to- the highest bidder* In October, 18;9, Clark Hough 
>ased to the Town of Bozrah a small piece of ]auad adjoining his farm 
for .he sum of two dollars. On this was built a pound, the walls of 
^n!cn are still standing on the farm from which it was leased, and is 
now owned by S.C. Avery. 


in N«u Kn." lu mi I. Iiiwn, If u nw au('u c tm* 1 ng eo rpo ra t.J on needed 

H rcwdwwy I nr trims peril nr; goods, th* company purchased the n«c«v-arv 
1 !5nn flnd instructed a thoroughfare. The public was dllnwed to nor/ 
-vor I.ils ro.id mi ('( -lull lion that they pay a small fee for this privi- 
' L0 h*» ia nT'der that no on* might escape paying this tax, a toll -ml* 
was pi ;> c • . II » l.h* road «ml w gut.* keeper etigiicred to collect toll from 

s 1 ! 1 - lis ^p ney WttS us * d to k ®*»P th * road in repair, th* surplus,- 

If any, paying th. expense of bulldli*; . Th . road known as the Col- - 
or.est.p turnpike between Norwich and Colchester, built through Pitch- ' 
yllo.# ana skirting Bozrehvill#, was constructed b y Wi31iam Fitch 

to i?AoVu aS . PUrC ?, RS * d by th ^ Norwlch a * d C61ch*s tef* Turnpike Company,.' 
in 1067 the turnpike was purchased by th* late William F.R«tl*y uh o • 

" d J by th * ;L ay Y ood Rubb * r Company of Colchester In conveying 
by team their manufactures. He kept about eighty horses to-rt 

cideVh w U ! fh ""a hi * were so l»r« that he 

ni 4 1 ,T 1 b * cheaper to buy the mad than to continue raying toll 
Then t.ie Haywood Rubber Company removed from Colchester Mr. Bailey's 
teaming enterprise ended and he gave the road to the several towns 
through which it passed (i.e.) Norwich, Hozrah, L.b a noaVcolc^sllr. 


I?, 


• MH inany y * ara v Mr * Bailey was on* of Bozrahfe most orominent 

?.h^ J 1 * b ?™H t Scott Hil1 ln lf > 3 , and In 1 R 59 purohaa.d 

the x«r.n near Bozrahvill* at present ow^ied by John S. Sullivan This 

K!ng° nSi ’ St mi? f acrfts of lsnd wlth a flu* residence and farm 

d ‘ Mr. Bailey was engaged In the trucking business his 
p_.ee resembled a southern plantation. He kept a store" saw mill 

o^tvnai 1 ”n d biackatn f th S -}°P t0 supply his own needs and the needs 
° J l number of vmich he employed. In i 860 Mr. Bailey repre- 

sented Basrah in the State Legislature and in 1872 was a membe? of the 
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M an u f a c tur ing 


r* 1 , 1 hjo*'", two lures it™,, ofwat.r flow 
tor -u n • -zrah. Peas* Brook, known below Bozrahvill* as t^e Johnson 

oart ond 

--dnsS T,V. o; i ! h ' th ! Gardn * r R ™ok, which is an outlet of 

C,nd *n L T * at , th * soutnwestern mart of Bozrah. Early settlers 

m?nuf^~h turning th* wheels of mills and 

I?mu,a^inc to c rC root almost as soon as the white man came Cams 

wsp. cone trrctsd t o incr.. M th. fore, of th.wat.r pow.r . At Fitch 
Vi ie, a clover-shaned pond is seen, the bed of which at on* ti me *w Q « 
•cowin'- lend, orlct mill, a nd „„ mill, w.r. th. tlrlt form of " i 
n V •«•»!>*•«. TO th.*. mill* th. farmer brought hi"corn ?o 
f n '-° T’ 1 ,n ^ trunks from his wood lot to b.°»aw.d 

.. c t.nocr. Instead of mon.y som.tlm.* « p« r e.nt of t.h.'meal 6> 
lumb.- was t' ten as- pay for prlndlny or sawlnp. Let us now con-ld.r 

o?*H”y: r f .“hr* b *c»» •««» *>«.. .. • r., u it° 0 grou^ 


pooplo Is c a ted, forming villages* 

VIII 

Bozrahvill* 

J? part of Bczrah is located th* village of 

- i at one time • n Eozrah's history, a thrivinr 

;I i iee g l*n W ?^ re about jf our hundred people^ound empl^- 
so* in th* nlaftft of ^ u,, ^ 
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• tin* enterprise. 

Mi? manufacture of 
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ir tut Jon from Be,- -An* an 
In lC?3, the industry 
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into th* h« n ’ of the Thome? Company under whose di roc tion the 
s was conducted until 1836 when the property was sold to Jan^s 
of New York under the firm name of th* Kent Manu- 
As in the »arly history of FI tchvillo, transpor- 
tation was by truck to Norwich and therefor* slow and expensive, con- 
sequently, when the factory was burned, a company willing to rebuild 
and operate a m3 11 under such poor transporta tion conditions was slow 
in. being found and the peoplo without employment or hope of employ- 
ment were forced to seek homes elsewhere and the village of Bozrah- 
ville was abandoned completely for a timo . In lfl97, operation was 
again begun in the nart of the mill standing. This enterprise was 


followed in succession by 
the nr*?:.nt mill operator 
has n-nuf-.c tured shoddy he 
needed for this work. 


the -Fairbanks and fla Infield C 0 mp aa y and 
, A. C. Gilman of New York, who since 1907 


’« * Cn3 ,r ten or twelve employees are 


IX 

Leff Ing,w'«ll 

In tfos <g.arly history of Norwich it often appears as Leppingwell 
cr Leppenwell. This 1? rugger t.J vc of origin of the name Leaping- 

Well denoti ng a bubbl ing or loeil ! ^pri ng. 

Thomas Leffingwell came over from England about 1630 but it is 
not definitely known when. It is known that, he became acquainted with 
Unc as in 1637. He was a hunter and a man of unusual ohysical strength. 
This seemed to have h*-n true of his descendants for a time as we read 
"Some of the L«*f f ingwells have the renown of having been stalwart men, 
able horsemen, enterprising, robust, dreadnought kind of people. They 
would ride to Boston in a day with a led horse for relief and return 
on the morrow unconscious of fatigue" Thomas Leffingwell made him- 
self conspicous In early Connecticut history by the heroic deed 
me ntic-n* d in the beginning of this history. Is there a record any- 
where of one who so bravely faced death -'a death of the .most linrer- 
ing torments one can conceive - not for the sake of his own family or 
race but for the savages who wore his friends. He was truly great- 
hearted f> s well as c u rageous . He bacame one of the 1* adi ng tizons 
of Norwich, active in military affairs, political life nnd church work. 
H'ben TT n cas, in 161|5, offered to Thomas Leffingwell a tract of land 
nine miles square as a reward for his services he removed from his 
he me in Ssybrookto his new home in Norwich, It was th* gr^at- 
grs ndcons r,f this man who became the first settler? of what was 
cilled Norwich T> lains or Leffingwell Town. Samuel, who lived on 
what is now the farm of Lelond Palmer, represented bis section of 
th* town ^ozrah at the time of th* division of Norwich in I 7 O 6 , Uio 
bro trier s , It Is said, lived on th* Chapman and Deacon Rogers places* 

Although this is not a manufacturing section yet it can boast 
of having had two mills.. One was located on the brook which is tho 
boundary between M 0 ntville and Bozrah and was used for manuf acturing 
wooden works for clocks. This was many years ago £<?*• it is not wl thin 
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the. vnemef'y *»f * v%u the oldest l uliahl t.untu • The other 1 .*• the mill now 
in which is owned by Forrest Leffingwell. It was built by Samuel 

L« fft run'*> ] 1 probably nm* hundred and fifty yeqrti ago. It Is an old- 
fashioned lumber and jurist mill* 

The first; meet. Inn, house was built about 1790 but before this they 
had preaching in the open air oi’ in private homes. The mooting house 
was placed on the rocks across 'from the ^resent one. At first they 
did not have the m-ans to complete the house, some loose hoards thrown 
on the ground formed the only floor, ths benches were slabs with pegs 
stuck in them, and pulpit was an old box and there was neither lath 
nor plaster in the house. This was the first Baptist church regularly 
organized and ^lder Rogers their minister, the first Baptist minister 
ordained within the bounds of the nine mile square of the town of 
Norwich, One of the men who had much to do with the history of this 
church v:.s .Reverend Christopher Leffingwell. He was born in Bozrah 
ana for twent years gave his work entirely to the churches of Salem 
and Bozrah. His church in Leffingwell had great prosperity during 
his ml nistry. 

In 1873 the old building had become so dilapidated that it 
seemed impossible to repair it so it could be comfortable. Dean J. 

C. Leffingwell, on* of the members of the building committee, gave 
the land for the new building and it was largely through his efforts 
that the money was raised for the building. It was completed and 
dedicated on Christmas Day of that same year. 


X 

Fi tchville 

In the northeastern part of Bozrah, picturesquely located in a 
valley among wooded hills, lies the thriving, well-kept village of 
Fi tchville . Here, where the Gardner and Pease Brooks' uni to , ironworks 
were established in 1750 by Nehsm'ah Waterman and Captain J n shua Abel. 
It is said that cannon balls manufactured here were xised in the Rev- 
olution. Those first produced were tested on the hill southeast of 
the f actory - the hill now known as Cannon Hill. This mill was after . 
ward owned and opa 'ated by Colonel Asa Fitch, a lineal descendant of 
Reverend Jamas Fitch, who was born in Bozrah in 1755* where he led an 
activ* business life as farmer and iron manufacturer until his death 
in IfiMj.. 


Of his nine children Asa, the fourth born, was destined to l*ad 
an unusually eventful and successful life. Born in 1787 in the house 
still standing opposite the mill and "mansion” grounds, his slender 
frame and palled countenance gave little promise that he would live to 
manhood. Moreover he was of ton prostrated by attacks of asthma, a 
disease from which he suffered while he lived. He became a student in 
the Lebanon Academy, a clerk in a Norwich store, a mechanical appren- 
tice, but was obliged to abendon each on account of ill health. At the 
age of eighteen, thinking his constitution might be benefited by a sea 
voyage, he embarked as a passenger on a brig going to Newfoundland and 
Europe on a fishing and trading cruise. He landed at Lisbon in 1805 
and finding the climate of southern Europe beneficial he went to Alicant 
and secured a position in the American Consul's office. He remained at 
Ail cant nine years engaged in mercantile affairs, returning to America 
once during that time to establish commarcial rflations, arid came grad- 
ually to be known as a merchant of financial standing.* 


In 18 11; he removed to Marsallles whero he established a 
and banking house through which business between France and 
Stater was transacted. The best society in France welcomecL 
" " lll ) l *"* lw *^ewwwwiw^^ 






commission 
the United 
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within its circle and he frequently was entertained by and in turn 
entertained by nobles, statesmen and literary men of the highest stand* 
ing. The house continued to flourish «nd wss agent for the United 
Nave^,- f urni 3 hing' 1 'huppli 4 sanand' [haking r ''pr.ymentr to government 
vessels in the Mediterranean . It purchased French goods for American 
buyers a n d had agents in the United Stater, to re cel ve consignments from 
French merchants end manufacturers. Leaving his affairs in France in 
the hands of his brother Douglas &nd a nephew in 1828, Asa returned to 
American to take charge of his business affairs on this side of the 
Atlantic. He then made real estate purchases in New York City and 
owned lots on Broadway and New and Exchange streets. On those lots ho 
erected a hotel and stores the rents from which in later years made his 
income princely. 

About l 8 )i.O he withdrew from activo business- life in New York City 
and made Fitchville his permanent home. His energetic’ mind trans- 
formed his home place into a Region of beauty and fertility end he 
proceded to put into operation plans, many of which he did not live to 

la . he purchased farms adjoining the present village of Fitchvllle 
and owned the land for miles west and south. His lari on the east and 
North extended nearly to the Norwich and Franklin boundaries. In this- 
Irni perhaps one hundred workmen were employed draining, uprooting, 
re. loving rocks and turning his roc'-y domain 1 into fortlle fields. These 
employees received fifty cenjiz p«r day and traded at the Fitch store 
where, it is said, no one w" as refused necessities however gr.nst his in- 
debtedness. On his acres of pasturo land Kr. Fitch kept a fine herd of 
cows and supplied the village with milk. In the winter season, whon 
th* ' quantity of milk was small, orders were given that in homes whore 
little children lived milk should be delivered sufficient for their 
need:-. If any wore to go unprovided It must by the grownups, #0 you sit 
Kr. Fitch was the friend cf the little people. 

Mr. Fitch now built a stone dam the iron mill end forced the 

pease and Car dnar brooks to furnish water power , to turn the wheels of a 
new factory for he had also ^*cted a cotton mill. With hie brothers, 
Stephen and William, he operated this mill until his death in l 86 £. 

Mr. Fitch also erected a stone dwelling known as the "mansion”, a store, 
schoolhouse, an amusement ball, grist mill, dwelling houses and green 
houses, all of stone. He also built the village church. Through the 
village wc find r-mains of grottoes and fountains and on summit of 
Cannon Hill the ruins of a kind of outdoor aquarium. The most remarkable 
building erected by Mr. Fitch was a stone structure known as th« ”Castle n l 
This was not comnletc at the time of his death and was afterward torn 
down, the stone used in its building being placed in the stone mill. 

About a mile from the village at the railroad crossing northeast of 
Fitchville he had erected c young ladies’ seminary, the ston* of which • 
was afterward used in the foundation of the Williams mansion in Yantic . 

The seminary wl ndows ware used also in this Yantic dwelling. Trans- 
portation In those days war* by truck from Fitchvllle to Norwich and 
necessarily slow. Accordingly he graded and prepared a foundation for 
a spur track from the Northern R.R. to Fitchville, But with this 
scheme and perhaps a hundred others on foot and unfinished his full and 
useful life cam* to a close in 1865 . 

Since then piece by pieco the As a Fitch land has been sold as farms 
until only comparatively a few acres belong to the company operating 
the mill at the present time.. After Asa Fitch’s death the cotton mill 
wr? operated for a time By his brothers but was finally sold to the 
,Ws t«rman Company. This firm was in turn succeeded by the poddarda of 
Providence who manufactured cotton cloth here until tho mill was 
destroyed by fire in I 8 O 4 . Following this disaster most of the fam- 
ilies moved away and for a time Fitchville was- a deserted village. 


£ Late In K.'8L}., The Palmar Brothers, who owned and ope'ated quilt mills 
\ ' In Montvillo and New London, recognizing tbs fine manufacturing ad- 

v » 1 1 1 .v <? ,*t of th* v 1 1 lags , fuircha.srd I. ha nil.#. Since then Ihl n mill h*i 
bean twice enlarged and the railroad, which i Mr. Fitch planned, was 
mn.'rt a reality. Freight in tiflw received and discharged daily o t, 
i t r 1 s v 1 ,] lo and under the control of the present company, who are public, 
spirited, successful business man, the village has bocome a thriving 
manufacturing center in which a prosperous' group of people find a 
comfortable home. ■ J& 


XI 

Military Life 

When the Revolutionary War broke out Bo^rah was a part of Norwich 
and there is therefore no record of the^part Bozrah settlers took in 
the war. However in Norwich military records we find mention of these 
Bozrah names r Leffingwell, Hough, Fox, Waterman, and Troop, which leads 
us to believe that Bozrah was well represented in the army that fought 
for our independence . 

Bozrah furnished fifty-eight men for the Civil War, this being 
five r>sr cent of the population. Of these, forty- three were private ; 
four, sergeants; seven, corporals; one musician, one veterinary surgeon 
and two lieutenants . In 1862 W.F. Bailey introduced the following 
resolution at a town meeting - Resolved; That the Town of Bozrah shall 
pay a bounty of $50 to every volunteer who has enlisted since the first 
of ■ July 1.862 or shall hereafter enlist from this town, being resident 
thereof, pass a medical examination and be sworn into the service of 
the United States on or before the first day of September, 1862. This 
was amended to read $100 and the vote was carried. After the call of 
President Lincoln in l86l|. for 300,00 volunteers the town voted to ray 
each man who s o<uld enlist or procure a substitute the sum of $ 300 . 

Bozrah had two r epresentn tives in the Spanish-Amer lean War; 

Samuel A. Gager, Sergeant of the 2nd Co. Signal Corps, TT.S. Volunteers 
and Upward Price who enlisted in a company which went to the Philli- 
pinec and remaindd there in the service of the United States for many 

months . 

In conclusion, wo wish to say to the Bozrah boys and girls who 
may read this book, that you are to be the makers of the future 
history of your town and if opportunity does not give you a chanco 
to serve her as a public agent, resolve ths.t your orivate life will 
be such that by your example and right living, Bozrah may have citi- 
zens in you that sho will be croud to place boside those who lived 
and worked to make your town's history a tale of the liven of honor- 
able men and wo me* • 


Bibliography 

History of New London County - Hurd 
-‘story of Norwich - Miss Caulkins 
To? Lsffingwell Record 

fc v ool Records *- ■■ — ' 

Bozrah Town Records 
Colonial R. cords 


Written in 1916 by: „ Mary E. Sweeney, Chairman (Mrs. Michael Swee; 

Alice Bishop 

Rhoda Avery (Mrs. Miner) 




